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Greenhouse cash
USD Professor Receives $450,000 Grant for
Environmental Research
By Aiiastasia Macdonald
STAFF WRITER

Photo Courtesy of Morgan Schwanke

The logo to OnMyBlock, a new website created by USD students that assists students in finding off-campus housing.

House hunters rejoice

Two USD students create website that helps student find off-campus housing
By Hannah Bucklin
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR
Finding housing as a student can
be difficult. That's why Associated
Students President Morgan Schwanke
and junior Jordan Jadallah created
OnMyBlock (www.onmyblock.com), a
website designed to help USD students
find housing near campus and at the
beach.
OnMyBlock categorizes its rentals
by location. Viewers can see a map to
navigate and find houses in the locations
desired. Once the viewer clicks on a
photo of a house they like, he can view
a slideshow of interior pictures, see it on
a map and get a street view of the house.
Schwanke and Jadallah wanted to
create a website that was easy for USD
students to use and eliminate the stress
that can come from house hunting.
"In essence, we want to develop an
online experience that creates massive
amounts of reliable feedback on college
housing through tapping into the social
and college networks," Jadallah said.
"We are learning that students are
comfortable and more than willing
to share information on their college
living experiences. This information not
only helps students find a place to live
but also puts them in control of their
housing searching process."
Sophomore Brittany Nelson and
her friends have been looking for houses
for the past month and have struggled
to find a house that will rent to students
and is in their budget. She thinks that
OnMyBlock is a good idea to help ease
the selection process for students.

"It is really hard to find a fully
furnished houses that fits our budget, "
said Nelson. "Most owners are not very
accommodating and my friends and I
have struggled to find a house that fits
our needs."
Schwanke said that what prompted
him to make this website was the
experience he had house hunting his
freshman year. He found the whole
process to be very frustrating and time
consuming. After that, he decided to
provide USD students with a house
finding service called Student Realty
San Diego. The new service showed
him that most USD students ended up
moving into houses that were previously
rented by other USD students. Schwanke
realized that the house hunting process
was a social procedure and what it
ultimately needed was an easy and fun
online service to help facilitate students.
He furthered the idea by teaming
up with Jadallah and developing the
iPhone app and website that would
become OnMyBlock.
During the beginning of the
development process, Schwanke and
Jadallah found a USD developer who
joined their team. The trio spent the
summer of 2012 working on their
website and making it into something
that they hoped could potentially help
students across the nation. After that
summer they switched over to their
current developer, Gino Ferrand, who
is a USD alumnus. Ferrand and his
team of engineers currently manage and
develop the OnMyBlock website and
iPhone app.
Schwanke and Jadallah always had

the mission to create a reliable website
for USD students in need of off-campus
housing.
"OnMyBlock is not about having
the most listings on the internet, but
rather about having the best college
houses and apartments curated by your
friends and classmates," Schwanke said.
"There's RateMyProfessor for college
professors, there's College Prowler
for college reviews, and now there's
OnMyBlock to find, rate and review
college housing."
The website launched only a
few weeks ago but they have already
seen a steady growth of website and
iPhone activity. However, Schwanke
and Jadallah need student feedback
to constantly improve the website
and create a trustworthy database for
students.
OnMyBlock does not work directly
with realtors or landlords. They instead
compile postings on the internet and
post them on their website in what they
say is an easier and clearer manner.
Like RateMyProfessor and College
Prowler, OnMyBlock allows students
to truthfully answer questions about
rentals such as: How are the neighbors?
How safe is the area? What do utilities
normally ran at? This website offers
descriptions about houses and locations
from the student perspective, instead
of just the perspective of a realtor or
landlord.
Schwanke and Jadallah hope to
launch OnMyBlock on the campuses of
San Diego State, Point Loma Nazarene
and University of California San Diego
within the next few weeks.

USD professor of chemistry
and biochemistry Lauren Benz has
been awarded a $450,000 grant from
the National Science Foundation to
study ways of trapping and reducing
greenhouse gases.
The
grant
funds
Benz's
experimental research devoted to
capturing carbon dioxide.
"We would use material organic
frameworks to capture carbon dioxide,
perhaps in cars and power plants, the
biggest emitters of the gas," Benz said.
"The release of carbon dioxide is the
question, scientists are developing ways
that carbon dioxide could possibly be
used for fuel."
Benz discussed that while the
results are hard to predict, her study
would hopefully be able to answer
environmental questions and inform the
scientific community.
Global carbon dioxide emissions,
usually just referred to as carbon
emissions, have hit 4.67 metric tons
per capita, and 77 percent of those
greenhouse gases come from some
form of carbon dioxide. An instrumental
temperature record, rising sea levels and
a decreased snow cover are the currently
observed effects of climate change.
The consequences of the American
lifestyle are increasing exponentially,
and there has been little movement
in implementing the usage of more
efficient energy sources.
In addition to supporting women
in chemistry, this grant provides USD
students the opportunity to partake in
the experiment. This study also has the
potential to be implemented in cars and
plants in order to clean up emissions.
Benz explained that she applied for
the grant largely because of her interest
in giving students the opportunity
to get involved in research. The
focus of this project is on the surface
chemistry of porous materials and their
fundamental properties. Benz explained
that maintaining simple, one variable
experiments is the best learning tool for
students. For example, to find a solution

to acid rain, students will focus on the
removal of sulfur, one of the main causes
of acid rain, from molecules.
"The grant allows students to learn
how to design experiments that can
answer greater questions," Benz said.
Benz explained that her emphasis
on an environmental theme for her
experimental work aims to raise
awareness among her students.
"Chemists are in a good position to
learn about the environment, especially
new ways of generating energy," Benz
said.
Benz stated that her interest in
chemistry began in high school because
of one of her teachers.
"[My teacher] got very involved
with , students, conducted
many
experiments and would dress up for
class," Benz said.
Benz majored in chemistry at the
University of Rhode Island, received
a Ph.D. at UC Santa Barbara in
inorganic chemistry and completed
her postdoctoral at Harvard University
before she began teaching at USD in
2009.
Benz discussed that the field of
chemistry is a largely male dominated
field, and she hopes to use this grant to
support the involvement of women in
science fields.
"I want to form a mentorship
program to help students continue
in science, specifically help women
continue research in post Ph.D.
programs, which would allow them to
gain experience in research and then
become a professor," Benz said.
She explained that USD hires
these post Ph.D. researchers to become
professors, but the ratio is 75 percent
male and 25 percent women, and she
wants to help keep women in academia.
Only 10 percent of applicants
nationwide receive this NSF grant.
Three professors at USD have received
the award within the past several
years. This grant allows for a greater
integration of material chemistry
research opportunities for the USD
science department, and provides
research experience for undergraduate
and postgraduate students.

*
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LEFT:The homepage to OnMyBlock helps students pinpoint houses in certain areas of San Diego. RIGHT: A map snapshot shows the
houses in the Mission Beach area that have listings in OnMyBlock.

Lauren Benz received a $450,000 grant from the National Science Foundation to study
environmental issues including greenhouse gases.

Investigations begin into Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity
By Sarah Jorgensen
CONTRIBUTOR

Multiple
investigations
have
commenced into the activities of the
Beta Beta Chapter of Sigma Phi Epsilon.
In an email sent to students on
Friday from Carmen Vazquez, Vice
President of Student Affairs, she
explained that the chapter has "reportedly
demonstrated behavior inconsistent with
the University's Student Code of Rights
and Responsibilities."
University
adminstration
has
not released the details of what the
allegations are against the fraternity,
but the international organization of
Sigma Phi Epsilon is also involved in
the investigation.
According to Pamela Gray Pay ton,
Assistant Vice President of Public
Affairs, an investigation of the chapter

commenced from the fraternity's
international office first,
which led
to an internal university inquiry. The
San Diego Police Department was
also notified of the allegations. The
chapter, which consists of more than
50 undergraduate students, has since
ceased all operations on USD's campus
until further notice. Pay ton said that
it is too early to know whether or not
the investigation will result in the full
removal of the chapter from campus.
In light of the email and suspension,
a handful of the members have told
friends they have resigned or intend to
resign because of the fallout from the
ongoing investigation. The Vista has
confirmed that at least one member's
resignation has been posted on a social
media outlet that was later taken down
hours later.
The investigation within USD

has been led by Public Safety but may
come to involve other areas of campus,
according to Pay ton.
"[The investigation] is a thorough
review of the fraternity's activities and
membership," Payton said.
Payton
explained
that
the
allegations, which have not been
officially released beyond the chapter
and university administration, raised
concerns about student conduct. She
said that it is unlikely the results of the
investigation will be released to the
public, citing student privacy concerns.
"The process will be fair," Payton
said. "The intent is to gather as much
information as possible through the
investigation."
Requests for comment from the Beta
Beta chapter's president Nick Collins
were deferred to the international Sigma
Phi Epsilon office. Their office released

a statement, echoing the sentiment of the
email sent to USD students and faculty.
"In partnership with- the University
of San Diego, Sigma Phi Epsilon
has instructed its California Beta
Beta chapter to cease all operations
due to allegations that some chapter
members have violated USD's Student
Code of Rights and Responsibilities,"
the statement reads. "The Fraternity
is working with the University to
investigate these allegations and
determine an appropriate response."
Though the pending allegations
have not been revealed to students and
faculty, opinions on the impending
suspension have provoked responses
from students across campus. Nate
Heinz, a communications major,
senior and member of Delta Tau Delta
expressed the need for the Greek
community to come together in light of
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allegations of wrongdoing.
"I think this is a time when not
only Greek Life but all of USD needs to
rally behind Sig Ep, and support them
as they go through this process," Heinz
said. "Having gone through a similar
fraternity ordeal myself my sophomore
year, I know first hand how frustrating
and stressful this kind of situation can
be. This is a time for USD students to
take pride in their school and act like real
'Toreros' by supporting their brothers
as they go through their review. The
last thing we need is gossip to tarnish
the reputation of one of USD's oldest
fraternity's, let alone the reputation of
USD itself."
Fellow senior and member of Alpha
Chi Omega Paige Carey expressed
similar sentiments.

See SIGEP, Page 2
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The little
drone that
could

By Matt Hose
NEWS EDITOR
The rise of drone warfare has
presented humanity with a terrifying
new reality. As the drones fly through
the lonely skies, they bring with them
the idea of dehumanized murder. They
carry not only bombs, but also abstract
comparisons to the Big Brother world of
the novel 1984 and more generally to the
power of American imperialism.
Despite Rand Paul's old-fashioned
13-hour filibuster in protest of drone
strikes, John Brennan has been confirmed
as director of the Central Intelligence
Agency, and the controversial drones
have come under the scrutinizing
magnifying glass of the media.
When a drone strike killed US
citizen and A1 Qaeda militant Anwar
al-Awlaki last September, American
citizens began to raise questions about
whether these strikes will be used
against Americans on our soil. While
the Obama administration answered that
in the negative to end Paul's filibuster,
the question still remains as the drones
undoubtedly will continue to proliferate
into future generations.
So where do we go from here?
Many of my friends have said that
they would like to see the drone system
completely shut down and the world to
never look back again. I, on the other
hand, think that once that Pandora's Box
has been opened, there is no closing it.
I think that we should continue
to accelerate the drone program and
advance our technologies to the stars.
More importantly, I think we should
send the drones to college.
Bear with me for a second. It became
clear when we introduced the nuclear
bomb to Hiroshima and Nagasaki
that it was never going to go away.
We have not been able to destroy any
substantial amount nuclear bombs, and
North Korea is proving that we are not
effective at preventing other countries
from achieving nuclear capabilities.
In comparison, what is there to deter
any other nation from getting drone
capabilities in the future? I would argue
that nothing can deter it, and that the
drones will continue to proliferate until
the entire nature of warfare is changed.
No, instead of deactivating all of the
drones, we should continue to advance
them. Our government should continue
to push our artificial intelligence
program so much that the drones become
conscious, sentient beings. We should
advance them so much that they begin
to question their motives for bombing
Middle Eastern countries.
They should start higher education
programs for drones, in which the
drones can all go to school together and
exchange ideas. They should host drone
fraternity parties on the weekends, in
which all of the drones can come together
and form friendships and bonds.
Then the drones will start to see
through their purposes. After one too
many nights of hugging the porcelain
deity post-debauchery, a young naive
drone might begin to question why he
exists in the first place.
He might say, "I'm supposed to
blow up an Arab national in Afghanistan,
you say? That simply will not do. I think
I have a higher purpose in life."
Then, armed with his undergraduate
diploma and a wealth of useless
knowledge
about
Nietzsche and
Descartes, the drone will decide that
he is better than the sum of his parts.
He will decide that he does not want to
bomb any Middle Eastern targets. He
will begin to preach to the government
about its deadly ethnocentrism, about
how terrible war has become.
All of the other drones, emboldeded
by their newfound consciousness, will
eventually go on the path to peace.
They will begin the protest naked in the
streets and refuse to do the task that the
government built them for.
Clearly, the American public is
over war. We don't want to think about
conflict, so we send in unmanned and
inanimate drones into the Middle East,
thus reducing American casualties.
Then, it becomes easy to not think about
the deaths of Middle Eastern civilians,
or the fear that is bred among them as
the concept of "immediate death from
above" becomes a day-to-day reality.
So, since Americans have become
educated enough that we no longer find
war necessary, maybe we should also
educate our drones enough that they find
it useless.
Because if our machines don't
come back to physically bite us in the
ass, maybe we can train them to do it
metaphorically.

Cathy Nguyen/TheVista

USD's chapter of Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity is currently being investigated by campus authorities.

Sanctions possible for Sigma Phi Epsilon
SIGEP, continued from Front Page
"SigEp has always been a brother
fraternity to me - I've always gotten
along with those boys really well,"
Carey said. "Seeing them go through
something like this has been really
hard and stressful for everyone.
Regardless of whether or not they're
in a fraternity or not, I'm still going
to hold those men dear to my heart.
I think what's important right now

is being supportive of everyone and
not being judgmental about whether
they're in a Greek organization."
The SDPD had been reached by
The Vista for comment, but they were
unable to comment by press time.
The impact of the investigation on
the wider Greek community at USD is
still unknown.
"It is too early to tell what
will happen," said Dr. Cynthia

Avery, Assistant Vice President of
Student Life. "We will learn from
the investigation. It is premature to
know whether this will impact other
chapters."
Payton emphasized that the
university was concerned for the
well-being students involved in the
investigation, saying that they reached
out to members specifically to notify
them about the university's resources.

"I'd like to stress that the health
and safety of students is paramount,"
Payton said. "We understand that
going through an investigation may be
stressful, so students should utilize our
health and wellness resources."
While Payton and Avery were
reluctant to give the investigation a
timeline, they said that the university
hopes to conclude it by the end of this
semester.

Gender and diversity on campus
Two events at USD raise awareness of the need for diversity on campus
A personal perspective on diversity
By Leeza Earl
STAFF WRITER
For Bevlee Watford, being a
female engineering student at Virginia
Polytechnic and State University was
not an easy task.
Watford gave a lecture to USD and
current engineering students about her
personal perspective on diversity and
inclusion in the engineering field. She
expressed the struggles she faced being
an African American woman in her
major during her college career.
Watford, who is the associate dean
for academic affairs at Virginia Tech,
received her B A in mining engineering
and her Masters and PhD in industrial
engineering all at Virginia Tech.
"I have always been around an
ethnic, diverse group of people, so that
wasn't the problem," Watford said.
"The fact that I was the one of the two
females in my first engineering class
was hard for me to grip."
Watford said her first day of
engineering class at Virginia Tech was
the reason for her success but also an
eye opener in her college career.
"I walked in and everyone was
male except the one female in the
back of the class," Watford said. "The
professor came in the classroom and
began writing on the board. As soon
as he was done he turned to the class
and said, 'if you don't know what I
just wrote on the board you need to
leave.' [The other woman] and about
ten others got their belongings and left
the class."
Sophomore engineering student
Hannah
Halopoff
stressed
the
importance of bringing more diversity
into the engineering field.
"The first day of my engineering
class was similar to Dr. Watford's and
was very discouraging," Halopoff
said. "We need to make this issue of
diversity, no longer an issue so fewer
students have the same encounters as

Dr.Watford and I."
Although Watford's first encounter
was discouraging, she was determined
to continue her degree in engineering.
As she looks back, she wishes there
was a better support group, but now she
wants to make sure no other student
has a first day like hers. Launching
programs that will gain inclusion and
diversity in the engineering field are
just a few ways Watford is giving back
to her fellow engineers.
She started summer bridge
programs to help high school students
who are interested in majoring in
engineering to transition into college.
She also began a mentoring program
for freshman and transfer students, and
a residential learning community for
freshman students.
The
residential
learning
communities were created so that
engineering students could live and
take classes with other engineering
majors to show a sense of support.
She has also formed support
groups for African American and
female students in the engineering field
at VTU. Since the launching of these
programs, the engineering students
retention rates have improved to 50
percent.
Because of her hard efforts,
Watford is now the Director of the
Center for the Enhancement of
Engineering Diversity at Virginia Tech.
Watford is a native of, Long
Island, Virginia, and has always had a
thirst for education. Both of her parents
were teachers, thus exposing her to the
importance of education early,
Watford believes the engineering
field has come a very long way since
the 1970s and only envisions more
positive things for Virginia Tech and
USD. She hopes that having lectures
will begin the discussion of diversity
and that soon USD's engineering
department will see the same change
that she saw at Virginia Tech.

Leeza Earl/The Vista

Bevlee Watford discusses her difficulties and successes as an engineering student at
VirginiaTech.

Discussing what (wo)men want
By Rashmi Chugani
CONTRIBUTOR
USD hosted a panel seeking to
have a conversation about what roles
both males and females play at a
local, national and global level in the
21st century.
"Why Gender
Matters," a
discussion analyzing gender roles
in universities and other areas, took
place March 6 in a casual dinner
setting in the UC forum B.
The
panel
discussion
was
co-sponsored by the Center for
Educational Excellence, Center for
Inclusion and Diversity, Women and
Gender Studies Program and the
Women's Center.

"At a university in which the
majority
of
our
undergraduate
population is female, I think that
this discussion of gender needs
to be extended beyond women's
issues," DeGuire said. "Events such
as this need to continue in order to
bring stakeholders from all genders
to discuss this important topic that
permeates all areas of our lives."
While there may appear to be a
focus on females in the conversation,
the panelists insisted that women have
a harder time in achieving gender
equality.
Mary Doak of USD's theology
and religious studies department
acknowledged that both women and
men have worked together to make

"Events such as this need to continue in order
to bring stakeholders from all genders to discuss
this important topic that permeates all areas of
our lives."
-Senior Toni DeGuire
The panel consisted of three
professors, a graduate student and two
undergraduates and was moderated
by Lori Watson, a professor in the
philosophy department.
Watson, who is the director of
the Women's Studies program at
USD, opened the panel analyzing the
progress of women.
While the panel was supposed
to address concern about males and
females, it was clear from the start
of the event that the majority of the
attention would focus on women's
position in relation to men in
American society.
Bradley
Bond
of
USD's
communication studies department
addressed this issue. He stated his
disappointment not only at the
obvious female majority in the
audience, but also at the fact that
he was the only male in the panel.
His female counterparts all seemed
to agree that gender issues have
become predominantly female issues,
although men come across different
challenges that are posed by their own
gender and expectations that arise
from it.
Senior Toni DeGuire expressed
mixed feelings as an audience
member.
"I was simultaneously surprised
and not surprised at the lack of men
in attendance," DeGuire said. "There
were very few male attendees and one
male panelist. Nowhere in the title of
this event does it say 'women,' but
that is exactly what the talk centered
around and who was in attendance."
DeGuire did express hope that
USD would promote more events
like the panel to arouse the interest
of more male students to join the
conversation.

progress.
However, using the example of
the academic field, she went on to say
that professionally, women still find
themselves at the losing end.
"It takes longer for women to get
tenured," said Doak.
The student panelists raised the
point that it is difficult to see women's
struggles at a university like USD,
where 55 percent of the undergraduate
population is female.
Sophomore
panelist
Kelly
Longeran admitted that she just
realized that gender's influence exists
in everyday life.
Longeran
accredited
taking
classes within the Gender Studies
program at USD for her newfound
passion in women's issues and their
fight for equality.
One panel member was Bevlee
Watford, who is the Associate Dean
of Academic Affairs and Director
of the Center for Enhancement of
Engineering Diversity at Virginia
Tech.
"Women of color need different
things than white women to be
successful," Watford said.
Watford reminded the audience
that electing Barack Obama does
not mean that the struggles for black
Americans is over, particularly for
black women.
Audience member Sophia Bolt
said she was very satisfied with the
examination of the role gender plays
in our everyday lives.
"As a sociology major, gender
is something often discussed in my
classes and something I think about
often," Bolt said. "I loved this event
because it was a space to have an even
deeper discussion of what gender
really means."
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Location: SPORTS CTR MAIN
BUILDING

Location: MAHER HALL

Location: VALLEY COURTYARD

Location: MAHER HALL

At 12:25 a.m. Public Safety
responded to a report of an
intoxicated student. Upon
investigation, the student was
determined to be unable to care
for himself and he was
transported to the hospital.

At 9:44 p.m. Public Safety
responded to a report of a theft.
Upon investigation, two visitors'
unsecured backpacks were
removed from the Valley field
between 6 and 8:50 p.m.

At 2:58 a.m. Public Safety
responded to a report of an
intoxicated student. Upon
investigation, the student was
determined to be able to care for
himself and he was released to
his residence.

Location: SPORTS CTR MAIN
BUILDING

Location: MISSIONS A

Location: MAHER HALL
At 7:42 p.m. Public Safety
responded to a report of an
intoxicated student. Upon
investigation, the student was
determined to be unable to care
for herself and she was
transported to the hospital.

At 10:50 p.m. Public Safety
responded to a report of an
intoxicated student. Upon
investigation, the student was
determined to be unable to care
for herself and she was
transported to Detox.

^
Cm

At 5:20 p.m. Public Safety
responded to a report of a theft.
Upon investigation, a student's
unsecured phone was removed
from the bleachers between 4:36
and 5:30 p.m.

Location: MISSION
CROSSROADS

At 8:49 p.m. Public Safety
responded to a report of an
intoxicated student. Upon
investigation, the student was
determined to be unable to care
for herself and she was
transported to the hospital.

At 9:01 p.m. Public Safety
responded to a report of an
intoxicated student. Upon
investigation, the student was
determined to be unable to care
for himself and he was
transported to Detox.

Anyone having information regarding these incidents please contact Public Safety at 619-260-7777.
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Being busy isn't always the best:

Examining a growing culture of competition
By Taylor Milam
STAFF WRITER

By Kevin Crespo
ASST. OPINION EDITOR
It's 1:59 a.m. on a late Saturday
night or a this-feels-earlier-thanthe-first-round-of-midterms
Sunday
morning if you prefer.
Everyone in San Diego is about to
defy the laws of modern physics and
discard countless of Newton's Laws
and Schrodinger's Theories. We're all
about to travel into the future.
As several people stare at their
automatically updating iPhones and
televisions 2:00 a.m. never comes and
we travel into the future: all the way to
3:00 a.m.
Daylight
savings
time
has
its knocks, its criticizers, its nonparticipants (I'm talking to YOU
Arizona and Hawaii), but it will always
and forever be one of my favorite days
of the year.
While some choose to ache and
whine about waking up an extra hour
early, getting that extra hour of sunlight
during the day becomes the prize at the
bottom of the cereal box.
And not like a lame wash on
tattoo: I'm talking wind up car/TV
show themed action figure cool.
But like everything else in life,
daylight savings becomes what you
make of it.
For many people, that first Monday
back from setting the clocks can be
rough.
A recent study posted in the
Charlotte Business Journal showed that
61 percent of adults felt the negative
effects of the change on the following
Monday.
However, I find that after a week
or so of adjusting, everyone tends to be
in a better mood than they were before.
The extra sun and the extra fun that
come from the adjustment makes those
banner days of spring weather in San
Diego even more enjoyable.
As the days get longer and the
weather gets warmer, that extra hour of
time travel begs the question: what will
you do with your newfound outside
time?
Nicki Minaj unfortunately once
rapped, "Let's go to the beach, each.
Let's go get away" and while 'Starships'
fell off the charts, the meaning of that
line never seems to change.
For students here at USD, we are
almost preconditioned to head to the
beach anytime we have a break between
that whole 'academic' part people don't
usually mention when talking about
how fun college is.
Don't get me wrong -1 grew up in
Colorado, and beaches are some of the
greatest places on earth I've found.
The ocean is great for surfing,
wakeboarding or even going for a salty
swim.
The sand is prime real estate for
barbeques, a forgiving field for tackle
football and a place to go relax, lay out
and enjoy the outdoors.
For those who are searching past
the beach to explore the great outdoors,
there are other alternatives.
Torrey Pines is a great outlet for
those who are looking to get their
hike on. Multiple trails around that
La Jolla area include sandstone caves,
waterfalls and beachside cliffs that are
primo nature sites.
If you're looking to drive an hour
or so, the Anza Borrego desert and
San Onofre offer campground sites
for those looking to spend some extra
quality time outdoors.
But please, the last thing you
should be doing with your time is
sitting indoors. Television and movies
are almost strictly wintertime activities.
Using your extra hour of daylight
to sit inside is like winning the lottery
and not wanting to drive to claim your
prize: no one wins.
Homework, studying, and partying
can all be outside activities. It's not
that hard. In a culture that seems to be
working towards being lazier, daylight
savings stands as our hero against the
antagonistic big comfy couch.
So whether you're tossing a
Frisbee, barbecuing with friends or
hiking some rocky trails, it's time to
enjoy the great outdoors.
Daylight is a gift from the sun
gods, an opportunity to lengthen our
college days, and most importantly a
reminder that we need to take a break
and go outside every once in awhile.
Instead of wincing at the agony of
turning back your clocks, start jumping
in excitement.
We did, after all, just travel into the
future.

"How are you?" It's a simple
question, a nice pleasantry even.
The majority of answers I hear to
this question seem to detail the
overwhelmingly busy life led by
the person I mistakenly inquired
after. I constantly overhear fellow
students complaining about their
busy schedules, part time jobs,
overwhelming social calendars and
above all, their lack of sleep.
Somehow, I missed the memo
on the latest and greatest competition
among college students: who is
sleeping the least. I overheard a friend
complain that she hasn't slept more
than five hours a night all week. My
other friend scoffed in response and
made it known that he hadn't slept

more than four hours a night in the
past two weeks. On the surface, these
people are complaining about their
lives, but a deeper look reveals that they
are actually engaging in a superiority
contest.
Busyness has become equivalent
to importance, and overworking is the
new badge of honor. Relaxing is for
those who are lazy, losers, and above
all, unproductive. Unless one is hung
over or sick, a day spent curled up with
an entertaining book or favorite TV
show is a day that was wasted.
In fact, without the stress of
an overflowing schedule, piles of
uncompleted homework, and a to do
list that rivals Obama's, it is assumed
that one is simply not trying hard
enough.
In a Psychology Today article
written by Sherry Pagoto, these "badge
of honor folks" are explained. They are
people who use their chronic stress as a

crutch or safety net.
".. .Stress is [their] way of gaining
a sense of control over [their] life,"
Pagoto said. "[They] can use it as a tool
to get people to do what [they] need
them to, excuse mistakes, and shirk
responsibility. [It] also earns a certain
amount of respect by being "in charge"
of all aspects of life."
While it might seem easy to
rely on stress as a go-to excuse, it's
ultimately only damaging to yourself.
Constantly trying to prove something
to an invisible audience is not only
exhausting, but also pointless. After all,
you're the only person having to deal
with the consequences of creating an
overbooked life.
That's not to say that stress is not
a part of life. Zachary Ward, a junior at
USD, is very familiar with a stressful
week. Attending school full time while
also working part-time at a department
store is demanding and at times tiring.

"Some days I don't get out of class
until 9 p.m. and then I'll have work at
9 a.m. I never have any free time for
myself," Ward said.
As Ward knows, life can be
exhausting, but he also recognizes that
being busy doesn't have any intrinsic
value. When asked whether or not
being busy held personal importance,
Ward responded with a definitive no.
"Being busy is not important to
me, being happy is more important,"
he said. "Happiness does not correlate
to busyness."
There's nothing wrong with
working hard at activities you adore.
In fact, work is part of a well-balanced
life.
The problem arises when being
busy becomes a part of your identity.
It's important to remember that life
is more than a ball of chaos. It's a
beautiful, fleeting
experience, and
above all else, it should be enjoyed.

The meaning isn't in the message
By Nick Dilonardo
OPINION EDITOR

share, or letting someone into your
lane while driving. It's defined by
being unegoistic. It amounts to being
unselfish.
Kind, I see differently. When I say
Last Saturday night, I overheard someone is 'kind' or 'kind-hearted',
two guys arguing over the difference it conjures an image of unique and
between a 'punk' and a 'jerk.' They genuine generosity as a habit of nature.
eventually laughed. It was interesting. It's thoughtful courtesy to another. It's
Even at Pacific Shores in Ocean Beach, unconscious. Although it stems from
there is no escape from the discussion the self and thus the ego as well, it's
id-like in the sense that it's instinctual.
of meaning.
We tend to use some words It almost cannot be helped.
If you're wondering the point I'm
interchangeably.
We
call
them
synonyms. Take the words 'nice' or trying to make other than "words are
'kind.' You say "she's a nice girl" just different" and Nick likes the word
as easily perhaps as you would tell 'kind', it's that this is how an economy
her she's 'kind.' Is there a difference? of exchange works. This is how
markets work. We buy and sell words
Does it matter?
But there has to be. Even as the just as we do commodities. In the case
root level, the two words sound and are of YOLO, we hope we bought low and
spelled differently. What use then are sold high.
Yes, even YOLO, or the phrase
two of the same meaning words?
Even already, "meaning" comes "dolphin-lounge."
You need not know the meaning of
into play. Meaning is what people
tend to think of when reading a poem, the word or words. You don't have to;
unfortunately. This is the case with the you need only pay attention to 'how'
overall manner in which we tend to they are used. Think of it as listening to
a song not for its brilliant meaning, but
study English.
How is the meaning of a word for how beautiful it sounds. If you pay
established? It is not inherent. What I enough attention to the moments when
mean is that we created these Words, it is used, you'll get the feel for it.
It's the difference between analysis
at some level - no matter how ancient and seduction. I don't think I'm being
fairly arbitrarily.
You can say they have Latin or brave when I say the two can't happen
Greek roots, but at some point we at the same time.
You can't fall in love or become
have to acknowledge the reality that
beauty
each name or word we use stems intoxicated by the fleeting
from someone pointing at something, of the orange above the water in the
moments before dark at Sunset Cliffs
uttering a sound, and thus coining it.
Sure, there may be a logic to it. - not when you are worried about what
But that logic is closed, since it's man- the moment means, how its symbolic,
made to begin with, and thus is still or if its a sign. Constant analysis makes
mundane even the most spectacular
arbitrary by nature.
It's how we use words that explains of spectacles. It's better to be in the
moment with an appreciation of timing.
how their meaning is different.
It'd be the difference between
Nice - to me (as I must qualify
all of this) - amounts to offering a two types of movies, as director Sofia
seat to another before yourself, taking Coppola puts it.
"[With the movie 'Somewhere'] I
the smaller half of a candy bar you

wanted to make a movie less about plot,
and more about mood and feeling,"
Coppola said in the director's notes.
But when we open our film
reviews in the Times or our film course
textbooks, attention is seldom paid
to feeling or to mood. Instead, it's a
review of the film acting as a metaphor
for the Vietnam War, or imperialism,
or its a reinventing of the new-feminist
paradigm. But why do we lack in our
economy of words, essays and reviews
those to express how an author makes
us react, how we feel, or the effects
of watching a film? Why are we so
hopelessly bereft of such a lexicon?
Is it perhaps due to our insatiable
will to knowledge? To our desire to
interpret and analyze things as they
are in order to traffic in an economy of
meanings and interpretations, in order
to see whose are worse or better? Isn't
that what English or political science is
about? Arguing about whose subjective
interpretation is better? We argue about
what things mean, or how the world of
literature works. We tend to avoid how
it works us over.
We tend to be inept, even those of
us who claim to be good with words,
when we attempt to describe the way
we felt when we couldn't help but stay
up late to turn more pages of The Perks
of Being a Wallflower. Or how damn
betrayed and angry we were upon
finishing the final pages of A Farewell
to Arms. Or how cold we felt when the
imagery of Night and the holocaust it
detailed became real to us through the
eyes of our young narrator.
As I begin now to think of graduate
schools to which to apply next year,
I grow weary at the thought of being
asked ever again to explain what a line
of a poem means. I'm tired of litigating
the benefits of analyzing literature
from either a contextual or a formalist
approach, especially when the answer
is so obvious. I don't want to argue how
feminist Shakespeare was or wasn't, or

the symbolism behind Gatsby's green
light. Why can't it suffice to say that
I'm more interested in learning to craft
green lights of my own? Or to leam
how authors like Fitzgerald make use
of theirs? Or how they compose their
novels - even their chapters - and
how the story or narrative being told
is communicated. Or we could study
how the voice of the author - if one
even allows that there is one, and that
it matters - communicates himself
through a plethora of character voices.
Or how we can tell when we think an
artist is being ironic, or isn't.
I'm a lot more interested in how
things work than what they mean.
It would lead me towards rhetoric,
especially at Berkeley, but my patience
with and desire to sell spin wanes
with each passing day at USD, and
especially as we get longer into the
Sequester.
Last Saturday night in Ocean Beach
as I awaited my California burrito from
Livingston's, a man wailed on his
trombone. He played that thing with
gusto and effort. He was a burly black
man with a gentle face and bearded
features, and had gained a small but
devoted audience of young women. He
stood there and played without seeing
them, his eyes tightly shut as he played
his tunes into the night air, their sound
echoing across Newport Avenue even
over the bars and the drunks.
After he finished with a solo of
sorts - a thundering one in which he
for what seemed minutes did not take
a breath - he opened his eyes to the
audience and for the first time saw
them: the faces behind the claps, the
whistles and the cheers.
He had maybe ten bucks in his
case in tips, though he sold a few CDs.
But he was an artist with an audience,
without restrictions or anyone to tell
him the meaning behind his songs. I
couldn't think of a better way to spend
a life or a Saturday night.
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Above: Jillian Soto, sister of Victoria Soto, a teacher at Sandy Hook Elementary, frantically attempts to obtain information regarding her sister, who was among the dead in Newtown.

Gun rights should be our human right:
Why more gun control isn Y the answer
By Brandon Watson
CONTRIBUTE R
Since the Aurora massacre
occurred in July of 2012, gun control
is on the media's agenda. When the
shooting occurred at Sandy Hook
elementary, gun control quickly
became the most talked about issue.
Soapboxes have and are emerging
across Facebook, as every major news
network is putting in their two cents
regarding the matter. Many Americans
believe reforming gun control policies
is long overdue and that stricter laws
are needed. However, many Americans
also think that the government has
no right to infringe on the Second
Amendment any further than they
already have. Somewhere in the middle
of the two extremes lies the nebulous
concept known as common sense.
One common ground between
the Aurora and Sandy Hook shootings
was the presence of an AR-15 rifle. The
main misconceptions with this firearm
are that AR stands for Assualt Rifle,
whereas it stands for Armalite rifle, the

company who first designed the rifle in
the 1950s. Another misconception is
that these are military rifles. The M16
and the M4 are the two most common
rifles used by the U.S. Military and are
built on the AR-15 platform. Due to the
burst fire or fully automatic capabilities
on the M4 and M16, they're in no way
similar to the semi-automatic (one
round fired per trigger pull) AR-15.
Since the two massacres, the AR-15
rifle, now labeled by the media as an
"assault weapon", has been under
the spotlight. Gun control advocates,
including President Obama and Vice
President Biden, believe that gun
control reformation is pertinent.
"Weapons of war have no place
on our streets, or in our schools, or
threatening our law enforcement
officers," Obama stated at a speech in
Minneapolis.
New York City Mayor Bloomberg
is another politician who is leading the
fight for increased gun control.
"Words alone cannot heal our
nation. Only action can do that. Gun
violence is a national epidemic,"

Bloomberg said. "I demand a plan. The
time for talk is over."
Anti-gun
politicians
and
supporters believe that the Second
Amendment is outdated and that if
guns are illegal, they will cease to exist.
For beneficial progress, it is pertinent
to push legislation that makes it harder
to purchase a gun. They also wish to
ban the guns that shouldn't be owned
by civilians in the first place, headed by
Senator Dianne Feinstein who hopes to
reinstitute the Assault Weapons Ban.
On the other side of this issue, you
have the pro-gun supporters, informally
led by the National Rifle Association.
The gun control opposition believes
that the government should not take
action and make it harder for lawabiding citizens to acquire firearms.
They believe that strict gun control
policies result in more crime. Any sort
of law that goes into effect will only
affect law-abiding citizens, as criminals
have complete disregard for the law
in the first place. Gun rights activists
claim that this is the reason why gunfree zones don't work in the first place.

Second Amendment supporters thrive
on quotes from our Founding Fathers,
especially Thomas Jefferson.
"The strongest reason for the
people to retain the right to keep
and bear arms is, as a last resort, to
protect themselves against tyranny
in government," Jefferson said. "The
beauty of the Second Amendment is
that it will not be needed until they try
to take it."
Second Amendment supporters
hold fast to the "protection against
tyranny" as they clutch their firearms,
believing that should the time come,
they will be able to protect their country
against a tyrannical government.
Second Amendment supporters also
state that if the right to bear arms is
disregarded, then what is stopping
the government from infringing
upon the rest of the Bill of Rights? A
week after the Sandy Hook shooting,
NRA executive vice president Wayne
LaPierre spoke on behalf of the NRA
and dropped a bombshell
"I call on Congress today to act
immediately to appropriate whatever

is necessary to put armed officers in
every single school in this nation,"
LaPiere said.
Gun control is just that: control. It
is a concept that doesn't work. The main
fallacy is that criminals fail to adhere to
the law in the first place, so any sort of
law pertaining to firearms, be it a ban on
30+ round magazines, or the institution
of a gun free zone, will not be followed
by criminals. The Aurora theatre was
a gun-free zone; so was Virginia Tech.
Every single "massacre" in the past 50
years besides one has taken place in a
"gun-free zone". Chicago is known for
being a giant "gun-free zone", and the
state of Illinois is known for having
the strictest gun control in the nation.
The fact that Chicago has the highest
murder rate in the nation, with over 500
homicides last year, isn't a coincidence.
All over the country, more and more
people are obtaining concealed carry
permits, and consequently, crime rates
are decreasing, according to the FBI.
The right to self-defense is not only a
civil right, but also a human right.

You wouldn't cut a cake with a machete:
Coming to terms with America s addiction to guns
By Nick Dilonardo
OPINION EDITOR
Gun control and the coverage of
the debate surrounding it currently
pervade our media. It wasn't always
this way - but after the massacre in
Newtown, Conn, things changed. An
assault weapons ban entered into play,
the conversation shifted, and suddenly
the National Rifle Association was
forced to make a statement. President
Obama's gambit for gun control
presented itself as many on the right
had their fears realized. Obama was
finally coming after their big guns.
Much of the debate occurred while
I myself was out of the country. I left
home in the aftermath of Newtown
for an intersession in London. I
watched both the debate and Obama's
inauguration play out from thousands
of miles away.
However, a point was raised while
I was abroad in the waning hours of
one Sunday, as I had just watched my
San Francisco Forty-Niners move past
the Atlanta Falcons and into the Super
Bowl sometime around midnight. An
African-American son of an army
officer from Chicago that sat watching
the game in our group took exception
to the recent debate, as we turned
towards conversation during another
commercial.

"Chicago had over five hundred
homicides last year, most of them
involving handguns," he said. "But it
wasn't until twenty white kids from
Connecticut died that all of a sudden
guns became a problem in America."
It was an intense and controversial
statement near 1 a.m. to mull over
beer and football. Professor Stoll had
long since gone back to bed after we
celebrated the win. But as the rest of
us sat there pondering the words of
the only kid of color among us as,
we shifted in our seats. We hit upon a
common refrain: he might be right.
Soon after, the same kid went off
about how 9/11 was an inside-job, and
how his dad got a text telling him not to
go to the Pentagon that day. Needless
to say, more of us began to return our
focus to the football. But his words
that night and to this day stay with
me; especially as we decide what to do
about our culture of guns.
As even avid gun nut Hunter S.
Thompson himself once wrote in the
aftermath of another gun related death,
even those of us who love to shoot can
come to question the nature of that love
in light of the tragic.
"The day after Robert Kennedy
died, I received a notice from my
local railway express office saying
my Walther P-38 automatic pistol
had arrived," Thompson wrote. "We
shot it one afternoon, agreeing that it

had a very smooth action. And then
I sent it back. Returning the P-38
solved nothing. It only postponed the
necessity of coming to grips with my
gun problem."
What Newtown and Aurora
provided for some of us was the case
in point for the ridiculous nature of
our nation's laws concerning guns. For
some purpose, weapons like an AR-15
assault rifle are legally purchasable.
While some are quick to point out that
"AR" doesn't actually stand for assault
rifle, that's it is an unfair moniker, I
beg to question the difference. If it
looks like a duck, walks like a duck and
quacks like a duck, we all know what
it is. If a rifle shoots multiple rounds
semi-automatically and with a caliber
of bullet nearly identical to the very
same as the M-16 - our country's basic
military assault weapon - then I'll let
you continue to argue semantics. The
pressing reality with which we are
faced is one in which one side seeks to
argue the necessity of absolute access
to these weapons, while the other
argues for their regulated control.
People love to point out that it is in
our vital national security interest for
our citizenry to bear arms in the event
that our government overextends into
tyranny. They argue that the Second
Amendment is vital in preventing
our government from exerting its
tyrannical will upon us. But can any of

us really argue the remote possibility
of American citizens raising up with
fists and rifles against an American
government armed with drones,
tanks and its own air force? Forgive
me for introducing the ridiculous
and the hyperbolic, but that's where
this conversation goes. That's the
Jeffersonian argument people from the
NRA like to offer. The problem is that
the point lacks inherency.
What does that mean? It means
this: If I offer to take you to lunch at
Chipotle in order to solve your hunger,
my plan lacks inherency if you've
already had lunch at Chipotle and your
hunger is not solved (it's not your fault
- they probably skimped on the meat
and guacamole). In other words, when
people who are against gun control
argue that we need guns in order to
prevent the government from becoming
too powerful to violently and militarily
bend us to their will, that point lacks
inherency. Our military's size and
budget is greater than all the members
of the United Nations' Security Council
combined, and then some. You see, the
argument lacks inherency.
Furthermore, current "gun-free"
zones and weapons bans already exist.
This, the gun rights supporters tell you,
is a classic example of why restrictions
on guns don't work. This is their
attempt to make a claim for the other
side's lack of inherency. This argument

goes like this: because gun laws already
exist, yet murders still occur, gun laws
are therefore useless. To take it further,
because we all know criminals don't
follow the law - as NRA president
Wayne LaPierre likes to note - it's
useless to pass laws against them.
This idiotic logic is the very
problem of our current political
climate. It's reflective of an absolutist
perspective, in which if we can't
achieve everything, we might as well
accept nothing. It's an argument that
basically says "because government
can't be perfect, we might as well not
try." It stems from a weak wil. It's
unimaginative. It's not hopeful.
There is no legitimate reason for
guns like the AR-15, like the one used
in Aurora and Newtown, to be accessed
by the public. The only reason other
than the "defend against tyranny"
argument is one for hunting, which is
ridiculous, or for pleasure, which is
intriguing. I cannot lie: I own a gun,
and I enjoy shooting them too. There
is a pleasure in target shooting. But
there is also something to be said for
examining the source of that pleasure,
as Hunter Thompson himself was
forced to do as well. My grandmother
always said "everything has a price."
What is the price of this pleasure? How
many innocent deaths a year do we
have to suffer in order to continue to
enjoy playing with our guns?

The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego or its student body.
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Living
on the
minimum

By Kendall Tich
BUSINESS EDITOR
I read an article on Life Inc today
about a family of four who is living
comfortably and happily on a joint
salary of $14,000 a year. The husband
was deployed in the Middle East and
the wife had to pay bills while taking
care of two children.
When her husband returned, they
knew they had to make do with the
money they had earned and the money
provided through the military. They
ended up buying a home, in cash, while
the market was down in Las Vegas and
are currently living comfortably there
even though they are $9,000 below the
poverty line.
The last recession cost many
people their jobs and their livelihood
across the country.
There are many people who are
struggling to get their jobs back and
support their families.
This article, about this family
happily living on so little, made me
think about the idea of doing what you
can with what you have.
Perhaps that's what life is all
about—not just about earning the
most amount of money in the shortest
amount of time, but making just enough
that you are able to live a happy and
comfortable life.
In my travels to countries like Nepal
and the Philippines, I have seen poverty
far beyond what most Americans would
view as living uncomfortably.
The living conditions of many of
the families and children sometimes
included one bedroom and onebathroom houses for families of five or
six people.
In rural Nepal, there are families
living in the Himalayas in homes with
no electricity and no running water.
According to World Vision, the
average household income of Nepal is
less than $200 a year, which is a mere
fraction of even the seemingly lowest
household income of a family in the
United States.
The fact that a family making
$14,000 a year and living happily was
a popular news story in the U.S. made
me wonder how other countries would
feel about this.
To many of the families whom I
met and worked with in Nepal, $14,000
a year would be a miracle and a fortune.
That being said, there are still many
American families who are struggling
to stay afloat financially after the most
recent economic crisis.
Although there has been little help
in improving the lives of those who are
living in poverty in countries like Nepal,
the U.S. is working towards developing
policies and plans to help struggling
Americans get back on their feet.
President Obama has started
to
work
with
poverty-stricken
communities who need help from
the government and schools to climb
"ladders of opportunity" to reach at
least the middle class and hopefully
beyond that.
A family of four who is living
happily on $14,000 a year may seem
foreign to many college students, who
have been given the opportunity to
receive a college education that will
hopefully benefit them when they make
it into the workforce.
Poverty is something that seems
distant to many Americans, but it is
happening across the world and right
here in the U.S.
In fact, according to the National
Poverty Center, approximately 15.1
percent of individuals in the United
States are currently living in poverty.
This is a relatively high number, even
compared to other countries around the
world.
So may it be an issue of pride,
desire, or greed, 1 am still unsure.
But this family of four as well as the
countless numbers of families across
the world, are making do with what
they have and are living comfortably
even below the poverty line.
Although poverty is clearly a real
issue that is occurring right here in
the United States, there are still many
people who have found a way to make
it work.
Perhaps that is what the American
dream really is—making the best of
the seemingly worst situations and
maintaining your happiness amidst it
all.

EDITOR
Kendall Tich

American Apparel makes a
comeback in the USD community
By Rebecca Lukito
CONTRIBUTOR

American Apparel is the largest
clothing manufacturer in the United
States and a wholesaler and retailer
with its own design and marketing.
It sells basic clothing items for both
men and women as well as children.
They are also quite notorious for their
overly sexual ads. In the past few
years, American Apparel has taken a
downturn and has faced many lawsuits
as well as bankruptcy due to both the
actions of founder Dov Charney and
the decline in sales.
In fact, many USD students hadn't
heard of American Apparel until they
got to college.
"I had never worn American
Apparel before, but now all my shirts
for clubs and for my sorority are from
there" said sophomore Julia Gautho.
"I think it's so appealing because of
the quality of the clothes and the fact
that everything is American made and
simple."
American Apparel was started by
Dov Charney, Sam Lim and Sam Kim
when Charney was a student at Tufts
University.
The legal woes began in 2004,
when Charney was accused of
sexual harassment. Charney now
faces a total of nine lawsuits filed
by former employees in regards to
sexual harassment, naked photos and
enslavement. Although American
Apparel was sold to Endeavor
Acquisition for more than $380 million
in 2006, Charney stayed on as president
and Chief Executive Officer.
In 2008, Charney insulted his
Chief Financial Officer, Ken Cieply
which caused him to resign. Due to
this, American Apparel stocks took
a turn for the worse. At this point in
time, American Apparel had expanded
throughout the nation and even opened
new stores in the UK. In March of
2009, American Apparel had to take an
$80 million loan from Lion Capital to
avoid bankruptcy.
A few months later, Woody
Allen sued the company for their
unauthorized use of his picture in one
of their ads. They had to pay $5 million

•
Photo Courtesy of Flickr CC/ Infomatique

American Apparel has dealt with multiple lawsuits in the past but seems to be making a comeback, especially among college students.

to Allen. Then, in September of that
year, American Apparel had to let go of
more than 1,000 employees because a
raid by the Immigrations and Customs
Enforcement discovered that many
employees in their Los Angeles based
factory did not have legal status in the
United States.
In 2010, the New York Stock
Exchange/AMEX threatened to delist
American Apparel because of delays in
the second quarter filing.
Around that same time, Deloitte
& Touche resigned as auditor due to
concerns regarding financial disclosure.
At that same time, the U.S. attorney
in New York started investigating
American Apparel.
Eventually, a shareholder filed
a lawsuit claiming that American
Apparel knowingly hired illegal
immigrants. This placed the finances of
the investors in danger as well as made
it clear that members of the company
were lying about the financial status of
the company to investors.
After all these struggles, American
Apparel started to make a comeback
between 2010 and 2011, when Dov

Charney realized that he could not
handle the company by himself.
Tom Casey, who used to work for
Blockbuster became acting president,
while John Luttrell was named
executive Vice President and CFO.
David Danzinger was placed on the
board while Jordan Schiff became
GMM and Stacey Shulman became
CTO.
American Apparel also stopped
the expanding and instead, decided to
focus on making the remaining stores
better and more efficient. Soon, sales
started rising with a 14 percent increase
in January of 2012.
However, they still faced the issue
of bankruptcy. They could not find a
way to pay back the loan from Lion
Capital as well as loans from Bank
of America. The answer came in the
form of George Soros and Crystal
Financial, who loaned $80 million
to the company so they could avoid
bankruptcy. Things started looking
up when Charney started winning
lawsuits and the reduction in net loss
for the quarter showed growth.
Many USD students buy clothes

from American Apparel because many
of the styles they sell are basic and
easily coordinated to go with most
outfits. Many sororities and fraternities
on campus order shirts in support of
their organization.
"Kappa always orders American
Apparel shirts and they're soft, fit
nicely and last long" said junior
Amanda Johnson.
Although
American
Apparel
is stereotypically used for sorority
shirts, the fraternities on campus have
been spotted repping their letters on
American Apparel clothing as well.
"We use American Apparel for
many of our shirts as well" said junior
Ian Rodgers.
One aspect of American Apparel
that contributes to the rising growth
is their loyal customer base. There are
some people who are willing to pay
the higher price of American Apparel
clothing because of the quality of the
material and the fact that the clothing
is made in the United States. American
Apparel is on the rise again and perhaps
one day, they will be as great as they
once were.
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USD students building a
legacy

Do you have issues?
So do we.
24 of them in fact.

By James-Brandon
Christopher

STAFF WRITER
Every year many Toreros embark
on a new life journey after graduation.
For many, this involves beginning a job
and having plans of being promoted
through the ranks as they continue with
this specific organization. For a select
few, however, working for someone
else is an abominable concept.
This group of graduates, as well as
some current students, have decided to
take a more entrepreneurial route and
start their own businesses. While this is
a decision that many would say is risky,
Toreros seem to come out on top with
their business ventures. While there are
many notable Torero entrepreneurs, the
ones profiled in this article are James
Brennan '96,Tony Mandarano' 12,and
Jayla Siciliano '13 for the way they
have changed their specific industry.
These individuals have been chosen
because they business can be found and
tested in San .Diego.
Have you ever had an amazing
meal at Searsucker or danced the night
away at Stingaree? If so, there is a
Torero you can thank for that. James
Brennan, owner of the aforementioned
venues and many others, is changing
the way that nightlife happens in San
Diego. Recently, a MSN poll result
showed that Stingaree was the 5th best
nightclub in the nation.
"It all boils down to service,
and taking care of our customers"
said Brennan. This was in regards to
the popularity of his venues. Every
weekend, celebrities and those seeking
fun in San Diego flock to all of the
locations created by Brennan, because
he has been able to create an atmosphere
similar to clubs and restaurants in New
York. Brennan believes that creating
an environment that allows the person
to feel like royalty, will always makes
them come back. With all of the fun to
be had at all of these places, the costs
can definitely get high. This is where
our next entrepreneur comes into play.
As college students, we like to
save as much money as we can at
our favorite places. Tony Mandarano
created PaidPunch to solve this
problem. Many people like to use

Come to The Vista Office
(SLP 403B) on Tuesdays at
12:30 p.m. for Writer's Meetings.

Photo Courtesy of Flickr CC/ Darrel Larson

Toreros are taking on the Business world after graduation.

Groupon to save money for certain
deals, but these are one-time deals only.
PaidPunch allows you to save a set
amount of money or a percentage of a
purchase for a set amount of purchases.
This serves both the business and you.
You are able to save money each time
you go to your favorite places, and
the business benefits from your return
business.
Revealing more about himself,
Mandarano states "I like to make
people smile and help them save
money." PaidPunch most definitely
does both of these things.
If there is anything college students
love more than saving money, it is
definitely having a good time. For those
above the age of 21, Jayla Siciliano has

created a wine spritzer brand called
Bon Affair is a hit everywhere that it
has been served.
With a Sauvignon Blanc and a
Pinot Noir that sell so quickly that one
very seldom finds anything in stock,
Siciliano is primed for great success
in the adult beverage industry. Both
products sold by Bon Affair are made
from top quality ingredients and have
added electrolytes all so you can feel
"lighter on your feet, hydrated, and
way better the next morning."
In every way imaginable, Toreros
are bringing increased meaning to
being change makers. Be sure to
follow the three of these Toreros, you
will surely be amazed at what they can
accomplish.

email managing@usdvista.com
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Stressed with midterms and papers? It's "the middle of the semester so work is starting to pile up. But don't stress! Here are some tips to keep you motivated.
1

Mh

t

STUDY SNAC

STUDY TIPS

are^While mmdless^ing ^erTgoXhofcr" y°Uhe'P but
through your study sessiJn. Che!

I.

The New York Times recently reported that many of the study tips that we've learned
over the years may actually be hurting us instead of helping. Since grade school, most
students have been taught the "right" way to study: Lock yourself in a quiet room and
don't leave until you have memorized the material. Many of these habits are scientifically
unsound, so check out this list of tips for effective studying:

ft

1
1

I. Alternate Study Spaces

"

'

^

AfP,MS

4.

A

"-tea«cheese

m

Yogurt parfait

°r ce'ery

w'th peanut

^ *™ol,The

butter

wilTkeej^you
even serve with a little side of Nutella.

Although some people swear by the library, cognitive scientists suggest that alternating
study spaces is a more effective way to retain information.Try to get out of Copley and
explore campus to find a new place to study.

*!

Cb y b'S h ^ study
f l|SandW
gS ' try: '"
tUna no fet reek

protein

Jj
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Cucumber sandwiches

yogurt mixed with dill or ev e n just some

2-

think about how hu-W

"rba a"d Pprotein that
add some crushed
nuts or

T"0
'

g°°d

°n S°me

Popcorn mix

^no-saltno-bu!Pop your own or find
a small amount of M&Ms and pretzels to make this s!crmrrfe!itinregret'Y°U

~2. Study Groups

5.

Turkey wraps

piece or slice of c^e^.Th^isp^rfec?for
something to keep you going un^y!!

Most of us already take advantage of this study tip. Dividing the material between a
group is an effective way to reduce your workload — and to make sure you understand
the material.You might even make a friend in the process.

6.

3. Make Flash Cards

°f

wraPPed in a le"uce
a"d "eed

A real snack plate

like a few apple slices and grapes.

Sometimes the best habits are the ones we've used forever. Flash cards are oldies but
goodies, and many students find that they perform better on exams after studying with
flash cards.

^

cheese and a little bit of fruit

http://www.liveitmag.com/9-perfect-study-snacks/

4. Sleep
9&J

Pulling all-nighters may often seem like the best option for last minute studying. However,
a tired mind is a slow mind. Get some sleep.
• • **- •*+
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5. Go To Class
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MOTIVATIONAL QUOTES

This one might seem obvious, but many of us often opt out of attending class.The best
way to prepare for tests is to attend classes and participate.You'll have already begun the
process of reviewing and will know what to expect on the exam (especially if you haven't
done the reading).
—

Here are some quotes to keep you positive if you're ever doubting yourself.

6. Manage Your Time

The difference between a successful person and others is
not a lack of strength, not a lack of knowledge, but rather
a lack in will.
Vince Lombardi

A lot of us say we are going to start studying early for an upcoming exam. Unfortunately,
that rarely happens and we end up feeling incredibly overwhelmed. Cut down on
procrastination and your workload will feel much more manageable.

By failing to prepare, you are preparing to fail.
Benjamin Franklin
Nothing can stop the man with the right mental attitude
from achieving his goal; nothing on earth can help the
man with the wrong mental attitude.
Thomas Jefferson
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Action is the foundational key to all success.
Pablo Picasso
Success comes from knowing that you did your best
to become the best that you are capable of becoming.
John Wooden
The best revenge is massive success.
Frank Sinatra
The secret of getting ahead is getting started.
Mark Twain

There is no happiness except in the realization that we
have accomplished something.
Henry Ford
I've failed over and over and over again in my life and that
is why I succeed.
Michael Jordan
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The desert
is quiet

By Blanca Torii
ARTS&CULTURE EDITOR

Traveling to the desert, the
weather changes about an hour into
the ride.
We passed white wind turbines.
The image of sleek machines was the
last of urban sprawl until we reached
nature. Then we trekked for about
15 minutes before reaching a spot
of level land. Time was shut into a
catatonic expanse where for once it
didn't have everyone's attention. Our
group had the attention of a few tour
ists new to the area, though.
It was a pretty California thing to
do, yoga in the desert.
The Anza-Borrego Desert State
Park is the largest state park in Cali
fornia. There were cacti and jackrabbits (I saw one). The weather was 15
degrees warmer.
The food tastes better in the des
ert. The wind doesn't bother you so
much. The sky is (somewhat) clearer.
It's like being in an oasis in the midst
of the stress of what some like to call
senioritis. The desert is silent. It's big
and calm.
Being in an area with that mag
nitude of solitude led us to focus on
the people that surrounded us. There
were the kids playing in the outside
pool. There were the parents loung
ing on the plastic chairs outside,
eyeing their kids. There were a few
tourists huddled together with cam
eras close by. There were a number
of senior citizens staring back at us.
But the majority of pool dwell
ers were kids and elderly folk. That's
where we filled in the gap in between
the two groups. I think I can learn
something from both of them.
For the kids, they're more fo
cused on having fun. They're worried
about play dates and nap time. Then-though I've never experienced being
older than the age I am now—I can
surmise that senior citizens are con
tent with the company they keep. I
know from my grandmother that she
enjoys having people over, sending
correspondence and receiving phone
calls from friends. I think our genera
tion is somewhere in between having
worries and not. It varies for every
one, a lot of people have their own
responsibilities, but the attitude of a
young 20-something is pretty univer
sal. Or there is a projected attitude of
searching for something to belong to,
of trying to succeed. Few of us have
felt like we've reached something. To
be in your 20s feels like being in a
sort of purgatory or limbo, not for the
reason that there is nothing happen
ing, but because this period feels like
a process of waiting for something
bigger to happen. Or of an effect later
unfolding. Or like being in a tempo
rary space.
I know that perhaps these are
the formative years. These years
have been recorded, replicated,
romanticized—on the somewhat re
cent shows, "Blue Mountain State,"
"Workaholics" and "Girls."
Not that I'm saying life ends
once you hit 40, 50, even 70 or 80
years old, but it seems that stability
and contentedness with "just being"
seems more common in those ages.
Thought Catalog, a website that
publishes articles written by students
on topics that are aimed for collegeage people, recently released an ar
ticle entitled "In California," written
by Liz Colville.
"Young adulthood is the battle
between pleasure and joy, between
fun and obligation, between now and
always," Colville said. "When we're
young, we're often convinced that
everything we're doing is forever.
We will be with our boyfriend for
ever. We will live in California for
ever."
This feeling is not limited to
20-somethings. If you're 18 or 19
years old, the feeling is mutual. It's
about the culture of youth, of being
perpetually uncertain, or hopeful for
what's to come, or somewhere in be
tween.

Left: Senior Kat Ayd curator and designer of the gallery in front of her response piece.Top right: Hoehn Family Galleries, the three stripes wall representing Renaissance style.
Bottom right: Artists, students and faculty gather for this week's session of the Gallery Talk series.

Students keep it in their own perspectives
By Katelyn Montero
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

USD takes the idea of collaborative
art to a whole new level as artists across
campus participate in a series called
"Beyond the book: Fresh Perspectives
on the Print Collection." Senior Kat
Ayd is the mastermind and curator of
the exhibition, which features 28 pieces
in total. Of those 28 pieces, 14 are from
the USD's permanent print collection
and 14 are student-made responses.
Recently donated by the Hoehn
family, USD's print collection features
pieces from artists all over the world
including Goya, Callot and Rembrandt.
As an intern with the permanent
collection, Ayd was exposed to these
works and wanted to make them
available for the USD community to

enjoy.
"This exhibition came about as I
was thinking about how to make the
print collection accessible to the USD
community and those who might not
have a background in art," Ayd said.
"You can see their work and their
inspiration behind it, and maybe that
will change their experience with the
piece as well."
In order to achieve that goal,
Ayd invited students to create artistic
responses to these pieces. Those
responses ranged from written word,
paintings,
drawings,
sculptures,
structures and even a pinata. A gallery
talk was hosted on March 7 in the
exhibition, where Ayd as well as some
participating audiences gathered to
explain their reactions to the original
prints as well as the inspiration for their
own work.
One of these responses was a photo
taken by Olivia Igoe. Her photo was a
response to an 18th century etching by

William Hogarth.
"It made me think about how we
scrutinize not just art, but the world
around us," Igoe said of Hogarth's
piece. "I wanted to challenge that idea."
This challenge came in the form of
a photographed stranger, which hung
right next to Hogarth's original print.
However, other pieces were much
more interpretational. Senior Noe
Olivas created a colorful pinata-like
column that hung from the ceiling by a
yellow labor rope. Olivas explained that
the inspiration for his work began in his
childhood.
"My father used to work here as
a gardener and he used to tie the trees
with this yellow rope to grow them into
these beautiful lines."
For Olivas, this rope represents
the fusion of low art culture and high
art culture, an idea which became the
inspiration for his colorful column.
Olivas' piece was displayed in the
comer of the small gallery in Founders,

which had been repainted with stripes
of bright lime green. As the curator of
the exhibition, Ayd wanted both the
pieces as well as the room itself to span
across different periods of time.
Ayd explained that each of the walls
was painted with a different number of
stripes that corresponds to different
periods of art history. For example, a
wall with three stripes of color would
resemble that of Renaissance art,
while a wall with no stripes would be
more common in a contemporary art
galleries. Additionally, the prints from
the collection spanned from the 16th to
the 21st century and portrayed a wide
variety of subjects.
"This is really about perspective,"
Ayd said."It's about our own perspective
and the perspective imposed upon us
by our environmental pressures. In the
end, when you see this exhibition all
together you can really see how other
people think."

Photo courtesy of Chief Keef

The 17-year-old Keith Cozart, known for his stage name Chief Keef is another artist that has made his name through YouTube. •

Chief Keef, living out notoriety thanks to YouTube
By Morgan Lewis
STAFF WRITER

The 17-year-old Keith Cozart,
better known for his stage name Chief
Keef is yet another artist that has made
his name through YouTube.
The release of his first album
"Finally Rich" in December of 2012
reached as high as No. 29 on the U.S.
album chart and 2nd on the U.S. rap
album chart. Several of the songs
featured on the album, including "Love
Sosa" and "I Don't Like" were featured
in the iTunes top 100.
Chief Keef's ominous beats and
hardcore approach to his music caught
the attention of many hip hop artists.
Keef made a name for himself via
YouTube, when he posted a low-budget

video for his song "I Don't Like." He is
featured in the video toting a handgun,
which is made even more notable due
to the fact that he was already on house
arrest for a gun charge.
As the video views began to rise
(currently over 10 million), Chief Keef
received notoriety from some of the
most popular names in the rap game.
The Chicago native's sudden rise came
about when a list of prominent artists
including Kanye West, A$AP Rocky,
Meek Mill and Big Sean agreed to be
featured in Keef's song "I Don't Like."
As soon as his song became a local hit
in the Chicago area, there was a bidding
war among several labels to sign Keef
to a record deal. After many attempts to
sign the teenage gangster rapper, Chief
Keef signed with Interscope Records
giving him deal worth $6 million for
three albums.
The commercial success of
"Finally Rich" has been clouded with
the controversy that surrounds Keef.

Chicago's own hip hop artist Rhymefest
authored a prominent blog that was
critical of Keef's style and image.
The article stated that Chief Keef
"represents the senseless savagery that
white people see when the news speaks
of Chicago violence." Rhymefest goes
on to say that Chief Keef is yet another
rapper that "gets paid to destroy young
minds."
Rhymefest was not the only rapper
that was critical of Chief Keef's music.
Lupe Fiasco stated in an interview
that Chief Keef "scares him" and that
Keef's music is partially responsible
for the soaring murder rates in Chicago.
While many in the rap community
see Keef's music as harmful to the
youth, his antics away from music
continue to make his violent and
gritty image even more authentic. The
publicity that he receives just reinforces
the controversial ideals of many hip
hop artists that are very popular among
young people.

Even with his early success, Keef
has had several run-ins with the law. His
actions away from the mic just reiterate
some of the lyrics from his music. His
reckless and ominous image paints
him as yet another gangster rapper that
personifies the ideals of violence, sex,
money and drugs. Just five months after
signing his multi-million dollar record
deal, Keef is serving a 2 month juvenile
detention sentence after violating his
probation for possessing a concealed
firearm.
While rappers that claim to have
gang ties is not a new theme, the
teenage Keef has made a name for
himself doing what rappers like Eazy E
and Lil' Wayne have done in the past.
Whether or not the people that listen to
Chief Keef's music deem it as harmful,
his music resonates with its listeners
perhaps because of the very fact that
it contains such strong and obscene
lyrics.
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Natalie Weese

a senior thesis exhibition
"My thesis is about memory and the process of changing memory in the pieces of
furniture by whitewashing them.
Through the absence of color I am able to change the perception of a memory.
Each piece is a reflection of me and can be viewed as a self-portrait.
The process I use to modify my pieces has allowed me to reveal my place in a memory,
and each altered piece of furniture can be viewed as a self-portrait.
The transformation of these pieces has allowed me to express who I am, and share a part of my story."
-Natalie Weese

VIRGINIA DA ROSA
MAR 11 - MAR 15

STEFAN BRYSHA
APR 8-APR 12

AVERY DOWNS
APR 29 - MAY 3

EDDY DE LEON
MAR 18 - MAR 22

HANNAH DAY
APR 15-APR 19

RAFI KOPACZ
APR 29 - MAY 3

MAFER ARCE
APR 2-APR 5

LAUREN
HOVANESIAN
APR 22 - APR 26

OLIVIA IGOE
MAY 6-MAY 10

KRISTEN CROWE
APR 8-APR 12

ALEX GAONA
APR 22 - APR 26

NOE OLIVAS
MAY 6-MAY 10

CARA BROWN
MAY 13-MAY 17
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Rihanna: running it from record labels to runways
Curious about what the singer has been up to lately? Find out here!
By Erin Fogerty
STAFF WRITER

Rihanna has been shining like the
brightest diamond in the fashion world
ever since her album "Unapologetic"
dropped last November.
The singer first wowed audiences
with her fashion statements during
her Victoria Secret Fashion show
performances. When the Barbados
native hit the stage to perform her new
single "Diamonds" she wore a vintageinspired, black corset gown that was
cut to the thigh.
The Grammys were the next stop
for Rihanna on her fashion world
tour. The singer, who gave two live
performances and took home a Grammy
for "Best Short Form Music Video,"
made everyone's "Best Dressed" list.
Rihanna showed up to the Grammy red
carpet in a sheer red chiffon Azzedine
Alaia gown. For her performance of
her hit single "Stay" the pop artist
changed into a floor length, bodycon
black dress. Rihanna gave an intimate
performance of "Stay" which garnered
a standing ovation from audience

members including her on-again, offagain boyfriend and fellow singer
Chris Brown. Rihanna, who usually
dons sky-high heels and little to no
clothes, stuck to a simple black dress.
Rihanna returned to the stage
for a Bob Marley musical tribute in a
more flirty two-piece Archive Luciano
Soprani dress. The sequined outfit,
which exposed her midriff and her
infamous Goddess Isis tattoo located
right below her chest, was the artist's
sexiest look of the night. Well, that is
if you don't count her barely there, all
white look she wore at the Island Def
Jam Grammy After Party.
After a successful night of fashion
at the Grammys, it was time for the
24-year-old singer to prepare for the
launch of her River Island clothing line.
This past summer, Rihanna confirmed
that she was designing a collection
for one of her favorite high end,
street clothing companies. Soon after
Rihanna shared this information with
her Twitter followers, River Island's
chief executive Ben Lewis released a
statement.
"We are thrilled to be collaborating
with Rihanna and be the first fashion
brand to work with her in this way,"
Lewis said.
Rihanna debuted her collection for

River Island during London Fashion
Week. The nine minute fashion show
featured music by Jay-z, Kanye West
and the pop princess herself. Models
worked their way through a multi
level platform stage as music blared
and lights flashed. The untraditional
runway show featured models that
looked like mannequins, posing in a
variety of colorful store windows.
The Rihanna for River Island
collection screams Rihanna. The
collection features crop tops, revealing
cuts, bright colors, maxi dresses
and boyfriend-style denim. Her '90s
inspired ready-to-wear designs retail
between $45 and $350 and are available
for purchase on River Island's website.
The pop artist also just announced
that she will be collaborating with
MAC to make a series of make-up
collections, to be launched in early
May.
Rihanna is not just making waves
in music but in both the fashion and
beauty industries. With the Rihanna
for River Island collection and the four
RiRi<3Mac collections, fans can now
dress, smell and look like the pop star.
The 24-year-old is proving that
her talents go beyond her ability to sell
out world tours and continually make
number one hits.

Photo Courtesy of Hurfingto^Post

The singer Rihanna makes an appearance in the fashion industry by designing her own
collection for the high end streetwear company River Island.
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Top left:The exterior of the Cottage in La Jolla. Bottom left: The hearty granola bowl includes a variety of fruits and granola.Top middle:The fish tacos Bottom middle:The interior of the Cottage maintains the appearance of a five
star hotel. Right:The La Jolla eggs benedict includes homestyle potatoes and an orange slice.

Foodie on a mission: the Cottage wows with granola
By Katelyn McCullough
CONTRIBUTOR
In the hustle and bustle of the
modern age, quiet spaces can be hard
to find. However, in the heart of La
Jolla there lies a cottage that can be
that sanctuary for those wanting a
place to relax, reconnect with friends
and enjoy some comfort food.
The Cottage originated from a
makeover. Owners John and Laura
Wolfe transformed a pet store into a
restaurant almost 20 years ago. Now

the Cottage is a place for visitors and
locals alike, where a breakfast craving
can be satisfied with a warm greeting
and a cappuccino.
Amongst the locals the Cottage is
known for its fresh baked goods and
granola, but also the intimacy that the
staff has with the customers.
The Cottage is open for breakfast
and lunch, and during the summer
dinner is available as well.
Over the years, little changes
have been made aside from regular
maintenance in order to preserve the
quaint feeling of the establishment.
However, there was a remodel three
years ago to make the restaurant

handicap accessible.
While the appealing exterior
of the Cottage is what draws people
in, the food is what keeps people
returning. The majority of the food is
local and some organic in order to try
and support local California farmers.
Some of the favorite dishes are the
Eggs La Jolla, a benedict topped with
a poached egg, salty Canadian bacon,
sauteed mushrooms and spinach
and hollandaise sauce. While the
combination could result in a gritty
melange, the result is pleasant enough
to satisfy the appetite.
Other favorites include the house
granola topped with plain yogurt,

which The Cottage is known for. This
favorite is a bowl of granola made
with fruit, almonds, oats and coconut,
topped with the yogurt to balance the
sweetness of the granola and fresh
fruit. The bowl is filling despite its
description as a light option.
The fish tacos on the other hand
are a lightly flavored dish, milder in
spice and served with black beans. The
hot sauce brought the dish together.
The Cottage also caters to
vegetarians, serving up options such
as a soy chorizo hash and vegetable
omelets. Or for the sugar addicts,
a variety of choices are available
ranging from lemon ricotta pancakes

to a stuffed French toast with a
strawberry compote and mascarpone
cheese.
With its proximity to the ocean,
the Cottage will always have fresh
fish dish options ready for lunch and
brunch. For breakfast a hearty meal
can be enjoyed for $15 or less and for
lunch $20 or less. The parking can be
difficult, and on the weekends or just
for breakfast in general the wait can
take up to at least 20 minutes. Cottages
may be hard to come by today, but the
Cottage is definitely flourishing as a
restaurant that may entice you to walk
in its doors one day.

Film Quotes Crossword
Edited by Khea Pollard

Across
1. "Fish are friends, not food."
3. "Go ahead, make my day."
9. "Surely you can't be serious." - "I
am serious. And don't call me Shir
ley."
10. "Are you crying? There's no cry
ing! There's no crying in baseball!"
13. "You can't handle the truth."
14. "Bond... James Bond."
15. "I see dead people."
16. "Do you understand the words that
are comin' out of my mouth?"
17. "Remember, the Force will be with
you ... always".
18. "I'm gonna make him an offer he
can't refuse."
Down
1 ."If you build it, he will come"
Answers to Mar. 7 crossword

2. "You had me at 'hello'."
4. "Nobody puts Baby in a corner."
5. "What we've got here...is failure to
communicate."
6. "A liger...it's pretty much my favor
ite animal. It's like a lion and a tiger
mixed - bred for its skills in magic."
7. "Say 'hello' to my little friend!"
8. "My Mama always said, 'Life was
like a box of chocolates; you never
know what you're gonna get.'"
11. ... 'Why so serious?' He comes at
me with the knife - 'Why so serious?!'
He sticks the blade in my mouth.
'Let's put a smile on that face!"'
12. "Mrs. Robinson, you're trying to
seduce me. Aren't you?"
13. "Ah, Houston, we've had a prob
lem."
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Flogging Molly and Donots continue to make a splash

Left: Flogging Molly is an Irish-American Celtic punk band that performed in the House of Blues on March 7th. Right: Donots is a pop punk rock band from Germany who performed with Flogging Molly.

By Gloria Gaona-Hernandez
CONTRIBUTOR

On March 7 the House of Blues
hosted the pop punk rock bands
Donots and Flogging Molly. Donots is
a German punk band formed in 1992
that is currently celebrating its 20th
anniversary.
However, Donots' philosophy
of being slackers only applies to its
downtime. Touring with the likes of
Iggy Pop and Green Day to releasing
its ninth album, "Wake the Dogs," last
year proves they are anything but lazy.
More than that, Donots has proven its
lasting potential by ranking at No. 9
in Germany. Donots' rare tour visit to
the U.S. has been a worthwhile wait

for many fans preparing to blast their
ears out to their latest album.
"Wake the Dogs" is an album that
showcases a mix between lyrically
melodic songs with its ever-present
hardcore pop rock trademark. Each
of the Donot's five members: Ingo,
Guido, Jan-Dirk, Eike and Alex, is an
original member who performs each
instrument in synchronization.
Donots started off its tour in
San Diego at the House of Blues
as the opening act touring with the
American-Irish band Flogging Molly.
Donots played songs off of its
newest album. The lead singer Ingo
involved the crowd by playing singa-long to verses within its headpounding rock choruses. Despite the
crowd being unfamiliar with Donots,
they followed along the music. The
live set was better than its album,
living out the talent value of a true

punk rock band.
The crowd rocked back and forth
to the clear-cut electric guitars and
the quick playing drums. As the sold
out concert became rowdier, crowd
surfers were taken out of the venue,
but before their last song Ingo jumped
onto the waving hands and tossed
onto the stage.
By this time the crowd's
anticipation to hear the Flogging
Molly could be felt throughout the
venue and the atmosphere heightened
with hoots and shouts. The lead singer
Dave King acknowledged his and his
band's excitement to be in San Diego.
They chose to play more of their older
albums songs and a few of their new
material.
The well-known Flogging Molly
is a Celtic punk band originating from
Los Angeles. This unique seven-piece
band consists of lead singer Dave

King, his wife on the violin Bridget
Regan, Bob Schmidt on the banjo,
Matt Hensley on the accordion,
George Schwindt on the drums,
Nathen Maxwell on bass guitar
and Dennis Casey on electric and
acoustic guitar. These instrumental
qualifications are barely touching the
surface on the unique amount of other
instruments the members of Flogging
Molly are capable of playing.
Flogging Molly began in 1997,
yet it is still a band that mixes the
instruments and style of the traditional
Celtic culture with its own touch of
punk rock. Its current album "With
Speed of Darkness" is prevalent
with its consistent effort to infuse its
Irish culture with electric rock and
the bands' tendency toward social
awareness.
Within the lyrics of each song of
the album "With Speed of Darkness,"

the fans will sense Flogging Molly's
message of intense hope and desire
of change for the working class and
inequality of the elite establishments.
The band's lyrics are a direct
representation of its alertness to
society's needs. The members
work with Oxfam, an international
confederation working with 90
countries promoting the mobilization
to end poverty and injustice through
aid emergency delivery to climate
change campaigns.
Flogging Molly's unique style
entailed speaking with the crowd with
random jokes to hitting the good old
album songs. From the fans to the
forced boyfriend or girlfriend taken
along for the show, one could honestly
feel the general satisfaction of two
good bands playing fierce rock music.
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Toreros fall short of WCC title
Women's basketball team
falls to Gonzaga 62-50
in the finals of the WCC
tournament
By Alex Bullock
SPORTS EDITOR

By Alex Bullock
SPORTS EDITOR
A lot of the talk in the sports
world recently has been about the
Miami Heat's winning streak and the
Chicago Blackhawks' point streak,
and it got me to thinking about why
streaks in sports are so impressive.
For me, streaks are the best
type of entries in the record book
because they speak to the consis
tency of an individual or a team.
Any player have a good game and
score 50 points. Tony Delk once
scored 53 points in an NBA game.
Who? Exactly. Wilt Chamberlain,
on the other hand, once averaged 50
points per game for an entire season.
Now that's impressive, and I'm sure
you've heard of him.
Take major champions in golf.
There are hundreds of men who
have won a major championship
(the Masters Tournament, the U.S.
Open, the Open Championship and
the PGA Championship). There are
just 27 golfers who have won four
major championships since 1860,
when the Open Championship was
first held in Scotland. Winning one
major championship is tough in it
self; winning four in your career is
even tougher.
Tiger Woods, on the other hand,
once won four majors in a row (four
of his total 14 major championships)
in a stretch from 2000 to 2001. Now
that's tough.
The Yankees' legendary Lou
Gehrig played in 2,130 consecutive
games, a record that seemed un
breakable until Cal Ripken, Jr. came
along and smashed it to pieces, play
ing in 2,632-straight games span
ning from 1982 to 1998. Gehrig and
Ripken are the only two players to
have played in over 2,000 consecu
tive games, with the third highest
streak standing at 1,307.
If the Heat's 18-game winning
streak impresses you, how about two
basketball winning streaks over five
times as long? The UCLA men's bas
ketball team coached by the legend
ary John Wooden won 88-straight
games from 1971-1974, including
two 30-0 seasons and three national
championships. Those three cham
pionships came at the tail end of a
stretch of winning seven consecu
tive titles.
The Bruins' record for con
secutive wins stood for three de
cades until the University of Con
necticut women's basketball team
won 90-straight games from 2009
to 2011, including two 39-0 seasons
and two national championships.
The one thing that all of these
streaks have in common is that the
teams or individuals showed not just
greatness, but great consistency.
It's one thing to hit a great golf
shot; it's another thing to do so on
every hole.
Streaks are impressive and pro
vide us with a running storyline to
follow throughout a long and mo
notonous season. There are a limited
number of outcomes any sporting
event can have, so at its foundation,
following sports can seem a bit re
petitive. Your team either wins or
loses. But each game can carry a
different meaning and tells a unique
story.
It's the same reason why wom
en watch Say Yes to the Dress every
Friday. The premise is always the
same, the women usually cut from
the same cloth and they are all shop
ping for the same product. 1 mean,
really, how many different kinds of
wedding dresses can there be? But
in the same way that every game is
different, each episode recounting a
trip to that bridal paradise tells a dif
ferent story.
It seems like every year there
is a new streak that provides us with
a new commentary for a week, a
month or an entire season. We root
for these streaks to go on, to set a
new standard, only to see them best
ed a few years later. There are a few
streaks that seemingly will never be
approached again. I guess there's a
reason why people say records are
meant to be broken.

The women's basketball team fell
one game short of winning the West
Coast Conference Championship after
being defeated by the Gonzaga Univer
sity Bulldogs 62-50 in Las Vegas on
March 11.
The Toreros were led by junior
guard and all-tournament selection
Amy Kame who scored 13 points. The
first half of the game saw a back-andforth battle. The Toreros led by as much
as six halfway through the period, but
their final lead of the game came at 2524 with one minute remaining in the
half. The Bulldogs finished the half up
29-25 and did not look back from there.
The Toreros fought to reduce the
deficit throughout the second half, cut
ting it to two at 42-40 but they were
unable to regain the lead. From there,

the Bulldogs were able to pull away to
complete their 62-50 victory and earn
their fifth trip to the NCAA tournament
in six years.
With their loss, the Toreros have
a record of 21-9 and have to hope for
an at-large bid to the NCAA tourna
ment. There are other teams who are
arguably more worthy of an at-lare bid
than the Toreros, so the more likely al
ternative for the women's basketball
team is a bid to the Women's National
Invitational Tournament. Last season,
the Toreros reached the semifinals of
the WNIT before being defeated by the
Oklahoma State University Cowgirls.
The Toreros will be able to recu
perate from their loss to the Bulldogs
and prepare for postseason play.
"Anytime you can go home, leave
your tournament, take a couple days off
and get rest, go back to practice to get
ready for the postseason, it's such a
benefit," coach Cindy Fisher said. "We

Photo courtesy ofTod Fierner

Junior guard Amy Kame was named to the WCC All-Tournament team.

will benefit from it. We will improve in
the next 10 days, whenever we get to
play.
In her eighth year in the position,
Fischer has lead the team to back-toback 20-win seasons for the first time

in the history of the program.
The Toreros will hear from the se
lection committees of the tournaments
on Monday March 18 to find out which
postseason tournament they will cornpete in this season.

NCAA Tournament: teams to watch
By Edwin Blebu
ASST. SPORTS EDITOR
Last weekend's schedule of col
lege basketball included many Top 25
matchups that provided a better insight
as to which teams are hot and which
teams are cooling down heading into
conference tournaments.
One of the notable Top 25 teams
who made a big statement over the
weekend was the Georgetown Uni
versity Hoy as. Over the last month the
Hoyas have been playing their best
basketball of the season, with decisive
wins against conference foes Mar
quette University Golden Eagles and
the Syracuse University Orange.
On Saturday, the Hoyas com
pletely dismantled the Orange, win
ning 61-39, making a strong case for
being selected as one of the top seeds
on Selection Sunday. The Hoyas are
led by sophomore forward Otto Porter,
perhaps the most instrumental player
on the roster because of due to his ver
satile game and his high basketball IQ.
With their most recent victory against
the Orange, the Hoyas earned the No.
1 seed in the Big East Conference

tournament and is a viable contender
to reach the Final Four in the NCAA
tournament.
The recent struggles of the Or
ange may indicate serious warning
signs for a first or second round upset
in the NCAA tournament. The Orange
have been playing their worst basket
ball of the season over the past two
weeks, and the most recent loss to the
Hoyas has created some rather bleak
implications of their future heading
into the Big East Conference tourna
ment. Lead guard sophomore Michael
Carter-Williams has been the primary
source of offense for the Orange, but
Carter-Williams has also struggled
with committing several turnovers over
the course of a game.
Currently, the Orange are not ex
ecuting on defensive the end with the
same sense of urgency that they played
with toward the first half of the season.
Syracuse also has some apparent issues
on offense as their ball movement ap
pears to be very stagnant and one di
mensional especially during the second
half of their last two games. Although
Syracuse is ranked No. 17 nationally,
their success in the tournament will
largely be based on whether or not they

can effectively remedy their recent de
fensive woes. The Orange have a sub
stantial amount of talent but could eas
ily end up being a first or second round
exit when the tournament begins next
week.
Another team to monitor during
the Big 12 Conference tournament is
the Baylor University Bears. The Bears
are coming off a convincing home win
against the University of Kansas Jayhawks 81-58. Senior guard Pierre Jack
son the primary catalyst for the Bears'
offense. If Jackson is able to repeat his
dominating performance against the
Jayhawks by setting the tone offen
sively and defensively, the Bears will
be hard to beat in the conference tour
nament.
In addition to Jackson's consis
tent performance, junior forward Cory
Jefferson and freshman center Isaiah
Austin have increased their produc
tion as well. As the Bears continue to
exploit all of the potential mismatches
with Austin, their chances of shifting
the hierarchy in the Big 12 tournament
will continue to increase.
Last year's national champion the
University of Kentucky Wildcats could
very well find themselves without an

invitation to the NCAA tournament
if they fail to reach the championship
game of the Southeastern Conference
tournament. Despite their crucial win
against the University of Florida Ga
tors on March 9, the Wildcats have
underachieved for the majority of the
season.
After losing freshman center Nerlens Noel to a season-ending knee inju
ry, the Wildcats have had little success
against conference opponents. But,
despite their relatively dismal season
the Wildcats still have a slight chance
at making the NCAA tournament. In
the event that the Wildcats are fortu
nate enough to receive a bid to the Big
Dance, it is doubtful that this team will
be able to repeat the success of their
2012 national championship team.
With no clear-cut powerhouse
program that dominated like last year's
champion, many of the conference
tournaments will be crucial in deter
mining what teams will be gaining a lot
of momentum before the tournament
begins. This year's tournament will be
a great showcase of the abilities of fin
est college basketball players and their
desire to achieve the ultimate team ac
complishment in collegiate athletics.

Men's basketball season comes to bitter
end at the hands of St. Mary's Gaels

It took overtime, but the Gaels defeated the Toreros 69-66 in the
semifinals of the West Coast Conference Championship
By Alex Bullock
SPORTS EDITOR
The men's basketball team's sea
son came to an end on March 9 after a
69-66 overtime loss to the St. Mary's
College Gaels in the semifinals of the
West Coast Conference Championship
in Las Vegas.
The Toreros reached the semifinal
game after defeating the Pepperdine
University Waves and the Brigham
Young University Cougars.
In the game against the Gaels, the
Toreros jumped out to an early 20-6
lead before the Gaels fought back to
trail by just three points at halftime
with the score at 29-26.
The Toreros gave up the lead for
the first time in the game with just un
der five minutes to play at 53-52.
The game looked to be headed in
the direction of a Torero victory after
a three-pointer from senior forward
Ken Rancifer and two free throws from
redshirt sophomore forward John Sinis
that gave the Toreros a three point lead
with under a minute remaining.
However, the Gaels' senior guard
and all-time leading scorer Matthew
Dellavedova converted a three-pointer
from the corner in the waning seconds
of the game to send it to overtime.
The momentum seemed to have
turned in favor of the Gaels after Dellavedova's three-pointer, as they were
able to control the overtime period and
end up with the 69-66 overtime victory.
The Gaels were defeated by the
national No. 1 Gonzaga University
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Sophomore guard Johnny Dee was named to the all-tournament team

Bulldogs in the final of the WCC tour
nament on March 11 65-51. The Bull
dogs are hoping to earn the overall No.
1 seed in the NCAA tournament.
The loss to the Gaels brings an
end to an up and down season for the
Toreros who finished 16-18 overall and
7-9 in the WCC. A five game winning
streak early in the season was cancelled
out by a five game losing streak near
the end.
The Toreros fared well at home
this season, going 10-6 at the Jenny
Craig Pavilion compared to a 6-12 re
cord on the road.
These records, along with some
other areas where the Toreros have
room to improve, seem to be a product
of the team's youth.
Although the Toreros are los
ing three impactful seniors in Ranci

fer, forward Chris Manresa and guard
Cameron Miles, they are returning just
one other upperclassmen, junior for
ward Dennis Kramer, from their main
playing rotation.
This means that the core of next
year's team will be experienced with
room to improve over the next few sea
sons.
Sophomore guards Johnny Dee
and Chris Anderson will be back and
more experienced, and the departure of
Manresa will allow freshman forwardcenter Jito Kok to see more playing
time.
As a freshman this year, Kok tied
the USD record for blocks in a season
with 55.
One area where the Toreros need
to improve for next season is simple:
free throw shooting. As a team, the To

reros shot just 67 percent from the free
throw line this season.
The Toreros were in the top one
third in the nation in number of free
throws attempted this season, yet they
were near the bottom third in free throw
percentage. In fact, the only returning
player with a free throw percentage
over 75 percent is Dee who shoots free
throws at an impressive 88 percent.
The Toreros are talented on of
fense, especially with their guard play,
but in order to finish on the right side of
.500, they need to take care of the bas
ketball but cutting down their number
of turnovers.
Along the same line of free
throws, the Toreros leave a lot of possi
ble points unscored due to missed free
throws and lost offensive possessions.
In the semifinals of the WCC
tournament the Toreros put themselves
in position to defeat their opponent, but
the more-experienced Gaels were able
to come out with the victory. They just
happened to shoot better than the Tore
ros from the free throw line and com
mitted fewer turnovers.
Additionally, another scorer must
emerge in order to take some of the
scoring load off of Dee's shoulders.
Against the Gaels, Dee scored 18
points, but 13 of those came in the first
half as the Gaels clamped down on the
Toreros' leading scorer in the second.
If next season's Toreros convert
more of their free throws, cut down on
turnovers and show a stronger com
mitment to defense, they will be better
equipped to put away the close games
that they were unable to win this sea
son.
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2013 NCAA Men's Basketball Championship
Save this page to fill out your own bracket!
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Torero baseball finally getting the swing of things
After a shaky start, the Toreros have won nine of their last
games and are looking to regain a spot in the national rankings
By Hunter Jameson
CONTRIBUTOR

7

The Toreros had a busy week,
playing six important games in as
many days. The Toreros started the
week with their biggest win of the sea
son against their toughest competition
so far, the Cal State Fullerton Titans.
The Titans came in ranked No. 10 in
the country according to many polls.
Junior third baseman Kris Bryant got it
started with a two run home run to left
field that landed on Manchester Field.
It seemed like deja vu in the sixth in
ning when Bryant hit another two run
home run to left field.
The Toreros used this as momen
tum and never let up, finishing off the
Titans with a 7-3 win. Sophomore Max
Homick entered the game in the fourth
inning in relief of freshman starter PJ
Conlon. Homick earned the victory for
the Toreros and freshman JD Davis re
ceived the loss for the Titans.
Next, The Toreros faced off
against the Seton Hall University Pi
rates on March 6. Junior Max McNabb
was on the mound for the Toreros and
engaged in a pitcher's duel with the
Pirate's freshman pitcher Sam Burum.
The game was decided in the sixth in
ning when Bryant hit his seventh home
run of the year. This one happened to
be a two ran shot which put the Toreros
in the lead for good.
McNabb earned the win, giving
up only one ran in three and one third
innings. Junior Dylan Covey picked up
his first career save after shutting down
the Pirates in the ninth inning.
The Torero pitching staff had a
combined 12 strikeouts, completely
dominating Pirate hitters all game. The
Toreros won by a score of 2-1. Being
able to win close games, such as this
one against the Pirates, is crucial for
the Toreros to have a good record.

The USD Tournament started on
March 7 as the Toreros faced the Saint
Louis University Billikens. The Billikens got the bats going late in the game,
as their big hits came in the sixth and
eighth innings. Junior first baseman
Mike Vigliarolo had a clutch triple in
the eighth for the Billikens and ended
the game with two hits and two RBIs
Junior pitcher Michael Wagner
started at pitcher for the Toreros, but it
was redshirt freshman Wes Judish who
received the loss. Redshirt senior Alex
Alemann went a strong seven innings
for the Billikens and was rewarded
with the win. Bryant added another
home ran to his tally and Haupt added
three hits to his team high of 24 on the
season. The final score was 6-3 in favor
of the Billikens.
Luckily, the Toreros would get
a chance at redemption on Friday, as
they had another game against the Bil
likens. This was a completely different
outcome because the Torero offense
came alive. The offense produced two
runs in the third inning, two runs in
the fifth and three runs in the eighth,
enough to earn Conlon the victory.
Bryant hit his eighth home ran of the
season and Junior outfielder Louie Lechich had four hits and two RBIs. The
Billikens'junior starter Clay Smith was
credited with the loss after a rough out
ing. The final score was 11-3 in favor
of the Toreros.
The Toreros absolutely dominat
ed their game on Saturday against the
Holy Cross Crusaders. Lechich started
for the Toreros and pitched five innings
while only giving up one ran on two
hits. The Torero offense racked up a to
tal of 17 runs on the day in support of
Lechich's pitching effort. Haupt tallied
four RBIs and scored four runs scored
on three hits. Lechich helped himself
out by producing four hits, three RBIs
and two runs scored. Junior Tom Marra
was credited with the loss for the Cru
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Junior shortstop Logan Davis fields a ground ball against Holy Cross.

saders, but he was not the only Crusad
er pitcher who straggled in this game.
This game proved that when the Torero
bats get hot, they are •a tough team to
beat.
The final game of the USD Tour
nament was between the Toreros and
the University of Michigan Wolverines
on March 10. McNabb started on the
mound for the Toreros and was very
productive over four and two thirds in

nings , giving up just one ran. The game
was close until the eighth inning when
the Wolverines' bats started to rally.
Freshman shortstop Travis Maezes
doubled down the left field line, driv
ing in two runs for the Wolverines. Se
nior AJ Robinson entered the game as a
pinch hitter and had the only two RBIs
of the game for the Toreros. Sopho
more Matt Ogden earned the win for
the Wolverines and senior Trevor Bay-

less took the loss for the Toreros. The
final score was 5-2.
The Toreros really got the ball
rolling this week, winning four out
of six games, improving their overall
record to 11-6. They have won nine
out of their last 11 games heading into
West Coast Conference play. They
start conference play by hosting BYU
at Fowler Park in a three game series
starting March 14.
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